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HOME RULE MESSAGE TO AN ACT TO AMEND THE TAX LAW, IN 
RELATION TO IMPOSING AN ADDITIONAL ONE PERCENT 

OCCUPANCY TAX IN THE COUNTY OF NIAGARA TO INCREASE BENEFIT 
THE DISCOVER NIAGARA SHUTTLE, PURSUANT 

TO SENATE BILL NO. S8419 AND ASSEMBLY BILL NO. Al0526 

WHEREAS, the County of Niagara requested the State of New York to amend New York State Tax 
Law § 1202-t to authorize the County of Niagara to impose an additional 1 % rate of tax in addition to the 
existing 1% and pursuant to New York Senate Bill No. S8419 and New York State Assembly Bill No. A10526 
thereto the County impose the additional one percent (1 %) dedicating the funds specifically to the Discover 
Niagara Shuttle, and 

WHEREAS, Niagara County sees an advantage to an additional 1 % increase of the cunent Bed tax to 
aid and promote tourism in Niagara County, and 

WHEREAS, the County has an opportunity to assist the Niagara Falls National Heritage Area in its 
operation of the Discover Niagara Shuttle or other entities for transportation or economic development purposes 
pursuant to New York State Tax Law Atiicle 29 § 1201-d(a) authority to impose tax, and 

WHEREAS, the Discover Niagara Shuttle service presently serves the city of Niagara Falls, and along 
the Niagara River Conidor to the village of Youngstown, and 

WHEREAS, Niagara County anticipates several benefits to an additional 1 % increase of the cunent Bed 
tax, which would include: 

1. Promote Tourism by the ease of Transportation to and from all the tourist sites in the city of 
Niagara Falls, town of Lewiston, Village of Youngstown and in the future the city of Lockpo11 and city of North 
Tonawanda; 

2. Increase Shuttle connections to the city of Lockport and city of North Tonawanda; 

3. Relieve congestion of tourism traffic on the roads, parking, and provide a scenic commute 
throughout the existing Niagara County tourist locations. 

and 

WHEREAS, there are several attractions in the city of Lockport; the Flight of Five Locks, Lockport 
Discovery Center, and the Lockp01i caves; and in North Tonawanda the Carousel Factory Museum, the Canal 
Fest, thus the shuttle service would promote these attractions, and 
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WHEREAS, this additional 1 % rate shall be imposed from the period beginning immediately following 
the adoption, and upon filing in the office of the Secretary of State and as provided by the Municipal Home 
Rule Law, the New York State Tax Law §1202-t and pursuant to any provisions of the New York State 
Department of Taxation and Finance, now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Niagara County Legislature requests the State ofNew York Legislature authorize 
the County of Niagara to increase the existing bed tax by 1 % for, with all proceeds to be specifically designated 
to the Discover Niagara Shuttle, and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Niagara County Legislature be authorized to execute the proper Home Rule 
Message documents and immediately forward them to the New York State Legislature. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 


